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The organizing committee for the conference is to be
commended for the seemingly impossible task of publishing this mammoth volume within the same year of the
conference. This was possible only because the authors
were responsible for preparing their own camera-ready
copy of their papers prior to the conference. The result
is a remarkable reference for anyone interested in the
currentstate of researchin cold regions (includingMars!).
The conference was divided into seven major themes,
in the following list. The sessions, each containing three
to six papers associated with each theme, give some
impression of the scope of topics covered in the proceedings:
Civil Engineering

Pipelines
Mechanicsof FrozenSoil
Foundations
Embankments
Excavations,Miningand Municipal
Facilities
Site and TerrainAnalysis
Thermal/MechanicalThermalEngineeringDesign
ThermalAnalysis
Thermodynamicsand Transport
Phenomena
RoadsandRailways,ThermalAspects
Frost Heave
Periglacial

Ice and Soil Wedges
Pleistoceneand Permafrost
Conditions
Mountainand Plateau Permafrost
Frost Moundsand OtherPeriglacial
Phenomena
GroundIce and Solifluction
PatternedGroundand Rock Streams
Cold ClimateRock Weathering

RemoteSensingand Planetary
Permafrost
Planetary(Waveform)Permafrost
Climate,Geophysics, Permafrostand Climate
and SubseaPerma- PermafrostGeophysics
frost
SubseaPermafrost
RemoteSensing
and Planetary
Permafrost

Hydrology

WatershedStudiesin Permafrost
Regions
GroundWaterin Permafrost

Environmental

Effects in Man-madeDisturbances
Effects of Man-madeand Natural
Disturbances
Ecology of NaturalSystems

The proceedings volume, however, is not organized
with the same format as the conference. The papers are
arranged according to the alphabetical order of the first
author. This would not be a bad approach if there were
an adequate key word index. The volume contains a
general subject index with only 25 subjects, which makes
it difficult to find some papers by topic.
The quality of reproduction is excellent. There is little
variation between papers with regardto typeface, format,
and quality of line drawings. Nearly all the photographs
are quite clear. There are a few typographical errors, but
this is unavoidable in a volume of this nature, especially
since the authors are from 25 different countries, including China and Russia. Overall, there is virtually nothing
to criticize in this volume, which is in keeping with the
quality of the excellent conference that was held last
summer.
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